
1615 Old Louisburg Rd Raleigh, NC  27604
Phone: 919-400-5570

Next Meeting's Program

This month's presentation will be by George Lasley – Air Brushing Techniques for
Non-Believers. 

Under the Crown Sheet by Clif Kelly

With two months remaining before the annual Club Show at the Fair Grounds mark 
your calendars now for the weekend 8-10 November.  This is our marquee event for 
the year so everyone is encouraged to participate to make this activity a big success.  
George Lasley will be on hand at the Membership meeting this coming Thursday, 
September 19th to bring everyone up to date.

Other business will include a vote on Article II Revisions to the Club By-Laws.  A 
second reading on this measure will be followed by the club vote.  Ballots have been 
mailed previously to senior members in good standing.  If your ballot has not been 
returned you will have an opportunity to complete another before the results are 
tabulated.  

Club shirts have arrived. Tom Magnani has broken down the delivery by name and 
has a total amount due for each member.  Please bring a check to the meeting for your 
order.  Cash is also accepted.

Following adjournment of the meeting George Lasley will offer an interesting and 
informative hands on presentation on “Air Brushing Techniques for Non-Believers.”  
All are invited to attend this presentation.       

Upcoming Club events include another “Brew and Choo” outing with the New Hope 
Valley Railway, located in New Hill, on Saturday, September 28th. It’s a whole lot of 
fun as Club members and family make an excursion ride on a four mile round trip 
adventure on vintage equipment through the pines in western Wake County. Please 
make plans to join us for this event.  Just ask any of our Club members who 
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participated in this event last July, 2018. Food vendors will also be available for 
hotdogs, cool drinks and local micro brews.  

October 4-5th has been designated as Selma Railroad Days.  The Club has been 
invited to participate in this event this year.  Our traveling O-Scale layout will setup in
the Union Station located by the big tracks.  Our enthusiastic O-Scalers  will be 
available for operations, offer comments and answer any questions with visitors.

In addition, make your calendars for the next Open House to be conducted on 
Saturday, October 12th from 10 am to 4 pm.  This will be an exciting time for the Club 
to interface with the community, operate trains and hopefully provide an opportunity 
to greet and meet potential new members.

Again, the Membership meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 19th at 7:00 pm 
at the Clubhouse.  All are invited to attend.                                                                      

As a remainder a standing invitation is offered to the Membership and interested 
visitors for breakfast every Wednesday morning at 9:00 am at Big Ed’s Restaurant, 
located at Quail Corners Shopping Center (Raleigh) at the intersection of Millbrook 
and Falls of the Neuse Roads.  The street address is 5009 Falls of the Neuse Road.  
Following breakfast club members make the short drive to the Clubhouse to operate 
trains, work on projects or otherwise socialize for a few hours.  All are welcome.

The next Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 7th at 7:00 pm 
at the Clubhouse.  

Whistle Post - VOLUME  XXXI No. 10 Page 2 of 10 September, 2019



Minutes of the Membership Meeting

President Clif Kelly call the meeting of August 15, 2019 to order at 7:00 PM.
Mike Johns lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
Tom Magnani called the roll and took the minutes.
Board Members present were: Michael Johns, Clif Kelly, Tom Magnani and John 
Spach.
Those members in attendance were:
Ron Abraham, Wayne Aiken, Preston Cudd, Scott Gagnon, Thomas Garren, Joe 
Johnston, John Kuchnia, Ted Kunstling, George Lasley, Aiden Ledoux, Bryan 
Parrish, George Sawyer and Ken Wesp.
Recognition of New Members/Visitors
Our guests were Dan Soileau and Sam Pete Slugg and Carl (Sam’s father) Ely.  Dan’s 
interests are in HO and N.  Sam’s interests are HO.
Mike Johns’ motion to suspend the rules and accept Peter Slugg as a Senior Member 
was seconded by George Lasley and passed unanimously by acclamation.
Treasurer 's Report
Clif Kelly reported for Steve Wills that as of the end of July our Total Assets were 
$29,550.26 vs. $27,825.59 at the end of June.  Our Edward Jones account had, as of 
7/26/2019, $8,822.61.  A year ago our Total Assets were $24,369.42.
Close Nominations for At-Large Board Member and Conduct of Election
Clif Kelly announced that we now have 2 members nominated to replace John Spach 
as an At-Large Member of the Board.  The 2 nominees are Ron Abraham and Wayne 
Aiken.  George Lasley’s motion to close the nominations was seconded by John 
Spach and passed unanimously by acclamation.
Ballots were distributed to all Senior Members in Good Standing and tallied by Tom 
Garren and Mike Johns.
Mike Johns reported that the new At-Large Member of the Board is Wayne Aiken.
Clif Kelly welcomed Wayne Aiken as the new At-Large Member.
Change of Date for September Board Meeting
Clif Kelly informed the membership that because the usual date for the September 
BoG meeting, September 2nd, falls on a Holiday the date has been moved to the 
following Monday, September 9th.  Tom Magnani is to notify the membership.
Report on Proposed Draft of Article II Revisions to Club By-Laws (First Reading)
George Lasley explained that the Board had decided to authorize amending Article II 
of the Club's By-Laws in order to expressly define the membership practices as they 
have evolved and been employed.  The procedure is, after approval by the BoG, for 
the draft to be read to the Membership at two consecutive Membership meetings.  The
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Senior Members in good standing will then vote, immediately after the second 
reading, whether or not to accept the revisions as presented.
A copy of the Proposed Draft of Article II Revisions to Club Bylaws will be posted 
on the Club bulletin board and emailed to the membership.
A Senior Member in good standing is defined as a Senior Member who is less than 3 
months in arrears in their dues at the time of the vote.  Ballots will be mailed to those 
members as well as made available at the 2nd reading.  A member can withdraw their 
unopened ballot envelope if they chose to cast their vote at the meeting.
For the revisions to be adopted it is necessary for 67% of the Senior Members in good
standing to approve.
George Lasley then read the proposed Proposed Draft of Article II Revisions to Club 
Bylaws and answered questions from the membership.  Clif Kelly thanked George 
and committee members Michael Keelean, John Spach and John Ragan.
Update on Upcoming Club Events:

a.     Scott Gagnon presented the September 28th ‘Brew ‘n’ Chew’ (Also known as 
‘Brew ‘n’ Choo.) Outing at the New Hope Valley RR to the meeting.  A $1 discount 
will be available and Tom Magnani will distribute the sign-up information to the 
membership.  The ride itself will be about an hour on a train pulled by a small diesel 
locomotive.  Their steam locomotive is down for periodic flue maintenance.  The 
‘Brew ‘n’ Chew’ provides an opportunity to purchase sandwiches and locally made 
beer or wine.

b.     Scott Gagnon asked for volunteers the volunteer to support the G Scale layout in 
the Garden section of this year’s State Fair.  The layout is being operated by the NC 
Garden RR and the New Hope Valley RR.  The dates of operation are October 17th - 
27th with a need on the 19th and 26th for the 3 PM - 9 PM shifts.  He stressed that 
parking for volunteers is only a short walk from the layout and is free.

c.     George Lasley presented the Club’s Participation in Selma Railroad Days on 
October 4th and 5th.  He described the invitation for the club to set up a small layout 
in Selma’s Union Station.  He and several members had visited the station and saw 
that we would have approximately a 17’ x 10’ area.  The plan is to set up our portable 
O Ga. layout with possibly some Lego as well.  The station is locked at 5 PM.  Set-up 
would be on Thursday, October 3rd beginning about 4 PM.  George will also provide 
‘tours’ of the Selma rail area.

Joe Johnston reported that he had seen an apparently abandoned HO layout in an 
unused area of the station

d.     Clif Kelly introduced the Club’s October 12th Open House.  It will be from 10 
AM to 4 PM.  Setup will be the prior Wednesday morning following breakfast.  We 
will provide snacks and soft drinks.  The membership will be asked to both staff the 
day and to use their Social Media contacts to advertise it as well.
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New Business
Tom Magnani read the media advertisement that the Lionel Collectors Club of 
America has for our November Show.  Clif Kelly and George Lasley provided further 
details.
Clif Kelly announced that George Lasley has agreed to be the Club’s Historian and 
that Tom Garren has agreed to be the Club’s Librarian.
Clif asked Aiden Ledoux to join forces with Patrick Bradley to bring the Club’s 
media sites up to date.  Dan Soileau volunteered to work with Aiden.  John Spach 
asked that the passwords and log-in information for our sites be placed in a known 
storage device/area.
Discussion for Program Volunteers/Ideas/Presentations
Tonight’s presentation will be by George Lasley – How to Decal Rolling Stock.
September will be by George Lasley – Air Brushing Techniques for Non-Believers.
October will be by George Sawyer on Maintenace issues with O Gauge.
November will be by Kim Parker on DigiTrax DCC.
A presenter for the December meeting is still needed.
Adjournment
George Sawyer’s motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM was seconded by Ken 
Wesp.
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Minutes of the Meeting of the  Board of Governors

President Clif Kelly called the meeting of September 9, 2019 to order at 6:58 PM. 
(The date of the meeting was changed to avoid being on a holiday Monday.)

Secretary Tom Magnani called the Roll and recorded the Minutes.
Board members present: Wayne Aiken, Michael Keelean, Clif Kelly, Tom Magnani, 
Ethan Quiram, John Spach and Steve Wills.

Members present: Ron Abraham, Richard Calfee, Bill Ferguson, Scott Gagnon (Had 
to leave before the meeting began), Tom Garren, Michael Johns, John Ragan and 
George Lasley.

Our Guest was Jeff Steinmann.  Jeff is recently retired and has HO.  He learned about 
the club by looking for Raleigh train clubs on the web.

Treasurer’s Report

Steve Wills reported that as of the end of July our Total Assets were $30,408.90 vs. 
$29,550.26 at the end of July.  Our Edward Jones account had, as of 8/30/2019, 
$9,272.86.  A year ago our Total Assets were $25,625.22.

Steve distributed copies of a preliminary Tax return for review by the Board.  Several 
correction were noted and some questions discussed.  Steve told the Board that if the 
return proves to time consuming to complete he will take it to an accountant.

Clif Kelly‘s motion to accept the Treasurers’ Report was seconded by Tom Magnani 
and passed unanimously.

Tom Magnani is to send out a notice to the membership reminding them of their dues 
status vs. voting rights.

Report on Proposed Draft of Article II Revisions to Club By-Laws

George Lasley reported that the first reading of the Proposed Draft of Article II 
Revisions to Club By-Laws was read at the August Membership meeting.  The second 
reading will be at the September Membership meeting.  The Senior Members in good 
standing will then vote, immediately after the second reading, whether or not to accept
the revisions as presented.

In response to a question George provided the following details:

·       A copy of the Proposed Draft of Article II Revisions to Club Bylaws has been 
posted on the Club bulletin board and emailed to the membership.

·       A Senior Member in good standing is defined as a Senior Member who is less 
than 3 months in arrears in their dues at the time of the vote.  Ballots will be mailed to 
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those members as well as made available at the 2nd reading.  A member can withdraw 
their unopened ballot envelope if they chose to cast their vote at the meeting.

·       For the revisions to be adopted it is necessary for 67% of the Senior Members in 
good standing to approve.

Tom Magnani is to send a follow-up email to the membership asking if anyone thinks 
that they have been left out.

Update on Upcoming Club Events:

a.     Clif Kelly reported for Scott Gagnon about the September 28th ‘Brew ‘n’ Choo’ 
Outing at the New Hope Valley RR to the meeting. The promo code, neuse, will get 
you a $1.00 off discount for seniors, adults and children. To order tickets, go 
to triangletrain.com and press purchase tickets. One of the attendees reported that it is 
easier to call in with the code.  The ride itself will be about an hour on a train pulled 
by a small diesel locomotive.  The ‘Brew ‘n’ Chew’ provides an opportunity to 
purchase sandwiches and locally made beer or wine.

b.     Mike Keelean presented the Club’s Participation in Selma Railroad Days on 
October 4th and 5th.  The plan is to set up our portable O Ga. layout with possibly 
some Lego as well.  Set-up would be on Thursday, October 3rd beginning about 4 
PM.  George Lasley will also provide ‘tours’ of the Selma rail area. 

c.     Clif Kelly introduced the Club’s October 12th Open House.  It will be from 10 
AM to 4 PM.  Setup will be the prior Wednesday morning following breakfast.  We 
will provide snacks and soft drinks.  The membership will be asked to both staff the 
day and to use their Social Media contacts to advertise it as well.

d.     Clif Kelly reported for Scott Gagnon that the Neuse River Valley Club has 
stepped up and is supporting the NC Garden RR and the New Hope Valley RR at the 
State Fair.  The dates of operation are October 17th - 27th with a need on the 19th and 
26th for the 3 PM - 9 PM shifts.

e.     George Lasley reported that vendor table sales for our November Show are going 
as reasonably well.  To date he has approximately 30 unsold tables out of about 250 
available.  He and John Ragan will have only day of advertisement in the N&O on the 
Sunday before the show.  The remaining money, totaling about $4,000 will be used for
WRAL advertisements and the remaking of the May ad with appropriate dates and 
times.

f.      The expected upcoming events for which we have yet to be contacted are the 
Holiday in the Hanger and the December TCA show.

Discussion for Program Volunteers/Ideas/Presentations

·       September’s presentation will be by George Lasley – Air Brushing Techniques 
for Non-Believers.
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·       October will feature a presentation by George Sayer on the maintenance of 
Lionel Trains.

·       November will feature a presentation by Kim Parker about Digitrax Operations 
Present and Future.

New Business

Clif Kelly thanked Tom Garren for agreeing to be the Club’s Librarian and George 
Lasley for agreeing to be the Club’s Historian.

Clif Kelly asked John Spach to take on the role of coordinator of the efforts to update 
and unify our social media and web site.

John Spach asked for someone to step forward to to assume the position of Shop 
Forman.  Ron Abraham agreed to do so.

Tom Magnani reported that the Club Shirt order has arrived and he will begin 
distribution on Wednesday, September 11th and on the 18th following the Breakfast 
gatherings.  He will also distribute at the Membership meeting on the 19th.

Steve Wills’ motion for the Club to reimburse Ron Abraham $175 for his purchase of 
an S Gauge Southern GP-9 was seconded by Tom Magnani and approved 
unanimously.

John Ragan reported that the club stick-on decals are here and are for sale for $5 
each.  It is recommended that the surface to which they will be attached be cleaned 
with alcohol.  A glass surface is recommended, such as a vehicle rear window, as it is 
the easiest surface from which to remove them.

Ron Abraham presented the idea of relocating the large NRV sign from the wall 
adjoining the utility room to over the window by the S Gauge layout.  This will free up
a surface on which to shelve the S Gauge rolling stock.  There was a considerable 
discussion and various ideas presented and discussed.  It was agreed to pursue the 
concept.

Tom Garren reported that he and George Lasley have cataloged 751 books with quite 
a few boxes remaining.  They are working on a sign out system.

Upcoming Meetings

The next Membership Meeting will be on Thursday, September 19, 2019, at 7:00 PM.

October’s Board meeting will be on Monday, October 7, 2019, at 7:00 PM.

 

Adjournment

Tom Magnani’s motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded by Mike 
Keelean at 8:15 P
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Future Events

The club is open on Saturdays at 10 am. and Sundays at 1 pm.
Also, we meet for Breakfast on Wednesdays at Big Ed's North at 9 am, then go to the 
club. 
All events at the club site, 1615 Old Louisburg Rd, Raleigh, NC  27604
For details on how to arrive at the club, check out our website: http://www.nrvclub.net

Notes from the Webmaster and the Editor 

Please send   Patrick Bradley   recent photos of our club activities, so he can update our 
website.
Please send articles to Joe at  nrvmrrc@gmail.com by the Thursday before the next 
meeting, so I can do the newsletter on Thursday.   Check out our website at:
http://www.nrvclub.net.  Check the website to see when the club will be opened and call 
919-400-5570 to be sure that the doors are open, if you don't have a key.
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NRV Whistle Post
The Neuse River Valley Model Railroad Club, Inc.
PO Box 19573
Raleigh, NC 27619-9573 First Class

NEXT  MEETING -  Thursday, September 19th, 2019 at 7:00 pm. 
Board  of  Governors,  Monday, October 7th , 2019 at 7:00 pm.
LOCATION: 1615 Old Louisburg Rd, Raleigh, NC  2760

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Clif Kelly President bkelly11@nc.rr.com 919-614-8891 
John Sprach Vice-President jtspach@earthlink.net.  937-215-2723
Steve Wills Treasurer 919-845-4968
Tom Magnani Secretary tommag1@aol.com
Ethan Quiram At Large ejq84@vt.edu
Michael Keelean At Large keeleanmike@gmail.com 
Wayne Aiken At Large htmoc42@hotmail.com.

WEB SITE WWW.NRVCLUB.NET 
Joe Johnston  Newsletter editor nrvmrrc@gmail.com
Patrick Bradley Webmaster Professor.Miner1@gmail.com
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