
1615 Old Louisburg Rd Raleigh, NC  27604
Phone: 919-400-5570

Next Meeting's Program

   June’s presentation will be a slide show by Tom Garren about RR’s of Western NC

Under the Crown Sheet by Clif Kelly

The Neuse River Valley Model RR Club has closed out another Fiscal Year ending 
May 31, 2019.
The Club is credited with many accomplishments in which all our members can take 
pride. We extend a special appreciation to George Lasley for his knowledge and 
leadership in making our two Club sponsored shows at the State Fairgrounds in 
November and again in May a big success.
In addition, we are also pleased with the outcome of our three Club Open House 
events conducted during the year which provided an opportunity to interface with the 
community and led to an increase in the senior and junior membership base.
We welcome John Spach to the Board of Directors as our newest At Large Board 
member. He replaces Bill Ferguson who has provided three faithful years of service to
the Club. We look forward to Bill’s continuing good humor and thoughtful advice. 
John joins Mike Keelean and Ethan Quiram as our other At Large members. Clif 
Kelly, President; Mike Johns, Vice-President; Tom Magnani, Secretary; and Steve 
Wills, Treasurer; are the other Board members returning for 2020. We wish all Board 
members and the Club the greatest success for this upcoming year.
All are invited to participate in the Membership Meeting scheduled for this coming 
Thursday, June 20 th at the Clubhouse beginning at 7:00 pm. This meeting will be 
highlighted by installation of Club Officers for Fiscal Year 2020. Officers have 
assumed their duties as of June 1 st . Topics of interest will include discussion for our 
next Club Open House planned for Saturday, June 22 nd , from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
We need all our Club members to turn out for this event. Members will be needed to 
greet and escort guests, operate various scale layouts, answer questions about model 
railroading and the Club, and provide a positive atmosphere to those visiting the Club.
Light refreshments will be provided. In addition, plans have been made to order 
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custom shirts and hats for Club members. Signup sheets will be available during the 
meeting. This will be your last opportunity to sign up before an order is placed.
Following the meeting Tom Garren will present of program on “Railroads of Western 
Carolina.”
As a remainder a standing invitation is offered to the Membership and interested 
visitors for breakfast every Wednesday morning at 9:00 am at Big Ed’s Restaurant, 
located at Quail Corners Shopping Center (Raleigh) at the intersection of Millbrook 
and Falls of the Neuse Roads. The street address is 5009 Falls of the Neuse Road. 
Following breakfast club members make the short drive to the Clubhouse to operate 
trains, work on projects or otherwise socialize for a few hours. All are welcome.
The next Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 1st at 7:00 pm at 
the Clubhouse.
The next Membership meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 18 th at 7:00 pm at the 
Clubhouse.
Please plan to attend this Thursday as we look forward to shared camaraderie and 
working together to make 2020 a great model railroading

Minutes of the Membership Meeting

President Clif Kelly call the meeting of May 16, 2019 to order at 6:59 PM. 
Tom Garren lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
Tom Magnani called the roll:
Those present where: 
Wayne Aiken, Garrett Brown, Trevor Brown, Paul Caparatta, Preston Cudd, Tom 
Garren, Michael Johns, Mike Keelean, Clif Kelly, George Lasley, Aidan Ledoux, Tom
Magnani, Colin Martinko, Bryan Parrish, John Spach, Richard Walz and Ron 
Wertenberg.
Tom Magnani and Michael Johns took the Minutes.
Recognition of New Members/Visitors
Our guest was Ian Smith, a high school student.  He models in N centered around the 
NS.
George Lasley’s motion to suspend the rules and to vote to elevate all probationary 
members to their respective appropriate member status was seconded by Mike 
Keelean and unanimously approved.
Validation of Voting Procedures and Voting Results
All the returned ballots, and one requested by Ron Wertenberg and filled out at the 
meeting, were handed to a counting team composed of Paul Caparatta, Tom Garren 
and Michael Johns.  
 It was noted that the mailed ballots of Ethan Quiram and Ted Leonard were returned 
due to incorrect addresses.  Tom Magnani is to update the Club’s records.
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Following the counting the team reported to the Membership that the incoming Board 
is:
            President                     Clif Kelly
            Vice President             Michael Johns
            Secretary                    Thomas Magnani
            Treasurer                    Steve Wills
            At Large                      John Spach
Treasurer 's Report
Clif Kelly summarized the Treasurer's report as presented to the Board at the May 
meeting by Steve Wills.  At the end of reported that as of the end of April our Total 
Assets were $23,167.30 vs $21,961.44 at the end of March.  A year ago our Total 
Assets were $18,439.28.  He expects that he will be filing a long form return with the 
IRS.
Clif noted that inventories for all the Layouts are due for our financial record keeping 
by the May Meeting.  To date we have reports for the HO and O Layouts.  We need 
the N, Thomas HO, S and G.
Preliminary Report on May Club Show
George Lasley reported that we had a total of 970 paid admissions with 518 of them 
being on Saturday.  The vast majority of the dealers were pleased with the show.  He 
expects that we will clear approximately $5,400 with the Fairgrounds’ invoice still not
sent to us.  
Report on Day Rail Trip (18 May) to NC Transportation Museum (Train and Truck 
Show)
George Lasley reported on the planned Club train ride to the May 18th Train & Truck 
Show at the NC Museum of Transportation at Spencer.  We will catch an early 
morning train, arrive around 10 AM and leave on the 3PM back to this area.  Parking 
is free at the Cary station.  Admission is $12 including a ride at the museum.  George 
Lasley estimated that the cost per person, train tickets, museum admission and 
miscellaneous will be on the order of $100/person.
Note: The weather forecast is for the daytime temperature to reach 91 F.
Signup for Hands-on Seminar for Model RR Bridge Building with Steve Wills - 15 
June
Clif Kelly described the planned Hands-on Seminar on building a model RR Bridge 
that Steve Wills is offering on June 15th.  Participants should plan on 5 hours, 
including lunch, as this will provide time for glue to dry.  Steve has asked for a $10 
advance deposit to cover the cost of materials.
Discussion for Program Volunteers/Ideas/Presentations
Tonight’s presentation will ‘A History of British Railways” by Aidan Ledoux.
June’s presentation will be a slide presentation by Tom Garren about RR’s of Western 
NC
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July’s presentation will be “Railroads of the South During the Civil War Era” by Ted 
Kunstling.
Clif Kelly asked for volunteers for the August and September meetings.
New Business
Clif Kelly announced that the Club is working with member Doug Alumbaugh to 
assemble an order for shirts and hats.  Tom Magnani will distribute an order form to 
the membership by email.
Mike Johns suggested that the club order several shirts for sale to new members who 
join the club after this order is placed and delivered.
Clif Kelly noted an error on The May Whistle Post.  The month should have been 
May, not March.
John Spach found the last of the Club’s first run of an O Gauge NS 40’ Box Car.
Mike Johns reported that the NMRA is selling both an N Scale car and an HO scale 
car, in Golden Spike 150th Anniversary logo for $35.
George Lasley reported that the Board has authorized the purchase of 3 - 5 HO DCC 
digital decoders to lend to members when one of their locomotives needs to be tested 
when it doesn’t work properly.  These would ‘test tools’ and not for sale but used to 
establish whether or not a purchase of a decoder by a member is warranted.  The 
amount authorized is not to exceed $100 
Adjournment
George Lasley’s motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 AM was seconded by Tom 
Garren.
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Minutes of the Meeting of the  Board of Governors

President President Clif Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.

Secretary Tom Magnani called the Roll and recorded the Minutes.
Board members present: Michael Keelean, Clif Kelly, Tom Magnani, Ethan Quiram, 
John Spach and Steve Wills.
Members present: Bill Ferguson and George Lasley.
Treasurer’s Report
Steve Wills reported that as of the end of April our Total Assets were $31,567.21 vs 
$23,167.30 at the end of April.  A year ago our Total Assets were $22,269.85.  He 
reminded the Board that we still have not received an invoice from the Fairgrounds 
which is expected to be approximately $8,600.  Due to IRS regulations, he will be 
filing a long form return with the IRS.
Steve reported that the inventories are completed.  He has valued the Club’s 2018-
2019 inventory at a bit over $26,000.  He noted that our tax amounts, over $50,000, 
are on a calendar year basis as opposed to the Club’s June 1 to May 31 year.  
Therefore, the tax figures do not reflect the results of this May’s show.
Allowing for some variation in the incoming Fairgrounds invoice, and our sale of 967 
tickets, he estimates that we cleared approximately $5,370.
Steve asked for someone from the Ways and Means Committee begin a review of the 
books.
Steve Wills’ motion to accept the Treasurers’ Report was seconded by Mike Keelean 
and passed unanimously.
Report on Recent Club Activities
Report on May and November Club Shows
George Lasley reported that preliminary figures, pending receipt of final invoices and 
a refund to one vendor, indicate that our Club’s May show did well.  Because we were
provided with a rebate from the past November show we had an extra $1,000 credit to 
this year’s show that will not be there next year.  Our rent was $5,500 for Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday.
Piedmont Ride to Train Museum, 18 May 2019
George Lasley reported on the May 18th Club train ride to the Train & Truck Show at 
the NC Museum of Transportation at Spencer.  They left from Cary on Train # 73 at 
6:42 AM arriving in Salisbury at 8:53 AM.  The ride out was great.  The crew handled
the train well and they had the free shuttle to the museum once they got to Salisbury.  
The Train show he rated as ‘so - so’.  The O gauge was good; the HO materials were 
not as good as any of ours.  
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On the return trip 2 of the 3 coaches lost their HVAC once they were past Charlotte.  
The temperature in those coaches hit 95 F.  The crew did not seem adept at handling a 
passenger train with quite a few lurches and jerking.
He said that, because of Amtrak’s ticketing system all individuals will be responsible 
for their ticket purchases.
Update on Upcoming Club Events
June Open House, 22 June and 12 October 2019
Clif Kelly reminded the meeting that our next Open House will be Saturday, June 
22nd.  Clean-up will be Wednesday, June 19th following breakfast and, if needed, on 
June 20th following the Membership meeting.
Update on November Club Show
George Lasley asked that anyone who will be available after this coming Wednesday 
breakfast join him at the Clubhouse for envelope stuffing and stamping.  The stamps 
will be the new issue 150th anniversary commemorative stamps.
Proposed Amendment for Club Constitution/Bylaws
George Lasley reported that the committee will meet at his house this coming Sunday, 
June 9th, at 1 PM.
Discussion for Program Volunteers/Ideas/Presentations

·       June’s presentation will be a slide show by Tom Garren about RR’s of Western N

·       July’s presentation will be by Ted Kunstling – Railroads of the South During the 
Civil War.

·       August is - To Be Determined.
New Business
Tom Magnani is collecting orders for the hats and shirts.  A ‘Tall’ adds $1.  A ‘Name’ 
adds $1.
John Spach, answering Tom’s question, said that any new, un-inventoried donations, 
should be tagged with the name of the donor and placed in the library so the materials 
can be inventoried.
Upcoming Meetings
The next Membership Meeting will be on Thursday, June 20, 2019, at 7:00 PM.
July’s Board meeting will be on Monday, July 1, 2019, at 7:00 PM.
Adjournment
Tom Magnani’s motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded by Steve Wills
at 7:50 PM.

Future Events

The club is open on Saturdays at 10 am. and Sundays at 1 pm.
Also, we meet for Breakfast on Wednesdays at Big Ed's North at 9 am, then go to the 
club. 
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Spring Open House will be March 23, 2019 10 - 4
All events at the club site, 1615 Old Louisburg Rd, Raleigh, NC  27604
For details on how to arrive at the club, check out our website: http://www.nrvclub.net

Notes from the Webmaster and the Editor 

Please send   Patrick Bradley   recent photos of our club activities, so he can update our 
website.
Please send articles to Joe at  nrvmrrc@gmail.com by the Thursday before the next 
meeting, so I can do the newsletter on Thursday.   Check out our website at:
http://www.nrvclub.net.  Check the website to see when the club will be opened and call 
919-400-5570 to be sure that the doors are open, if you don't have a key.
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NRV Whistle Post
The Neuse River Valley Model Railroad Club, Inc.
PO Box 19573
Raleigh, NC 27619-9573 First Class

NEXT  MEETING -  Thursday, June 20th, 2019 at 7:00 pm. 
Board  of  Governors,  Monday, July 1st , 2019 at 7:00 pm.
LOCATION: 1615 Old Louisburg Rd, Raleigh, NC  2760

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Clif Kelly President bkelly11@nc.rr.com 919-614-8891 
Mike Johns Vice-President scootermikej@gmail.com 937-215-2723
Steve Wills Treasurer 919-845-4968
Tom Magnani Secretary tommag1@aol.com
Bill Ferguson  At Large 919-217-3409 
Ethan Quiram At Large ejq84@vt.edu
Michael Keelean At Large keeleanmike@gmail.com 

WEB SITE WWW.NRVCLUB.NET 
Joe Johnston  Newsletter editor nrvmrrc@gmail.com
Patrick Bradley Webmaster Professor.Miner1@gmail.com
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