1001 Airport Blvd, Morrisville, NC, 27560
Phone: 919-460-3003
.

This Month’s Program

Stop that Train! Evolution of train braking systems through
the years. Presented by John Held. Wednesday September
15th after business meeting at 7:00 p.m. John had planned
to present this last month, but was unable to do so, due to
health issues.
.

Under the Crown Sheet

In less than 8 weeks we will have our annual show at the State Fairgrounds. The tables are
selling very well and we will likely sell out again this year. If you or someone you know is planning
to get a table, please do so soon or face the possibility of disappointment.
The library is coming along nicely but please read Pete's article in regards the proper use of
our library and follow the rules he has set up.
We continue to have good crowds of visitors on Saturdays and Sundays. What we need is
more members coming out to help man the layouts and talk to our visitors. We have asked that you
sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the back room for days and times you can schedule
yourself to help.
We have a number of events in the mall over the next several months that we should be able
to interact with, by means of signage and if enough members show up, have a small layout at the
other end of the mall near the food court.
You pay dues to belong to this organization which we use to rent the space for our clubhouse.
It seems that you would want to come out and make use of our facilities. We have books, magazines,
tapes, disks and three different layouts as well as dozens of interesting visitors to interact with.
Surely, there is something there for each of you to enjoy.
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We do still have a good crowd on Wednesday evenings but far less visitors. Please come out
when you can and be part of the model railroading experience. See you on the 15th.
J.R.

Minutes of the General Membership Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Board members present: J.R. Fisher, George Lasley, Frank Simmons and Steve Wills.
Missing: Joe Johnston, Pete Hansma and Roland Waggoner.
Members present were: Edward Breeden, Jerry Davis, Bernard Dawson, Scott Hall, Robert Harvey,
Thomas Harvey, Don Jennings, Arthur Katz, Thomas Magnani and Richard Walz.
The following guests were introduced: C. J. Arnet, Daniel Scott and Linda Scott.
The Treasurer reported that we are solvent.
J.R. reported that John Held was in the hospital and is now recovering at home.
J. R. reported that the Fire Marshal has canceled the meeting for this week and may reschedule it.
We are in compliance with the inspection electrical requests.
J. R. reminded the members that Dues must be paid by Sept. 1, 2010. Our Dues year begins on June
1, 2010.
The Show’s flyers are going into stores today. Letters have gone out. Have 167 tables reserved with
43 Paid.
Looking forward to new vendors for our November show.
Friday Nov. 5th will be setup day. Show days are Sat. Nov. 6th and Sunday 7th..
The will be a guest modular layout in the lobby.
Joe Austin attended as a guest from the NCGRS Garden club.
Mark Haskell donated a box of magazines.
We are already missing magazines from the Library. Members must pay attention to the rules for
magazine use.
Scott Hall is to get information Sparkcon for Sept. 15th and 16th, details to follow.
There was a discussion of the Thomas Ride insurance coverage.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM on a motion by Bernie Dawson seconded by Steve Wills.
George Lasley presented a short program after the meeting.
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Governors
The meeting was called to order at 6:54 PM, 09/06/10
Board members present: J.R. Fisher, George Lasley, Joe Johnston, Frank Simmons, Steve Wills and
Pete Hansma. Roland Waggoner is on medical leave and Tom Magnani is acting Secretary in his
place.
Members present were: Bill Ferguson, Scott Hall, John Held, Don Jennings.
The club’s email list will be maintained jointly by Joe Johnston and Tom Magnani.
George reported that Fairgrounds has misplaced our check. Steve provided a replacement. George
will ask the Fairgrounds to consider covering our stop payment fee. (He has a contact in hand for
2011.) The Fairgrounds will increase our 2011 day rate to #3,000. Our 2011 table fee will be
increased by $3 per table. The admission fee will be unchanged.
We have 186 tables reserved to date. The Jacksonville N scale club will have a 10’ x 20’ layout, at
no cost to NRVMRC, in our lobby. There will also be 2 small Lionel Layouts there.
George has been searching for other insurance carriers. He is working to obtain coverage for the
Fairgrounds show, Club at Morrisville Outlet Mall, occasional presentations at nursing homes, etc.
and for special events with a “Thomas the Train” ride.
J.R. reported on his discussions with Time Warner Cable for show advertising. TWC is offering us
225 Ten (10) second advertisements for $2,075. It was decided to go with this package to gain
consistent data to be compared against 2009. It was recommended that we attempt to get listed on
TWC’s calendar. Steve Wills moved to have the same TWC advertisements as last year. Joe
Johnston seconded. The motion was carried unanimously.
J.R. reported that we are now on a month-to-month basis with the Mall. Our lease specifically states
that we must leave it in the same condition as when we took it. We will hold $5,000 aside for
eventual HVAC replacement. The difference in rent between the Mall and the former location more
than covers the HVAC replacement on an annual basis.
J.R. stressed that our membership must step forward on the weekends to be at the club so that we may
open. Weekend donations are covering our utilities. Closing the club is one of our options if we
cannot staff the room with more than 2 people. The Mall is having a series of weekend events
through the coming holidays which would be an opportunity for the Club to showcase our smaller
layouts. WE NEED MEMBERS TO BE HERE ON WEEKENDS!
In addition to our normal advertising for the Annual Show, we now have an ad/coupon on the new
website 10TraigleCoupons.com. Subscribers to the site get an email each week listing coupons
available from local businesses. Using Donna Hansma's account we got a discount on the coupon
cost. The coupon will run through the 7th of November.
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On the show website, when someone prints the flyer/coupon, they get one for themselves and one for
a friend.
Pete has developed 2 libraries; Reference and Lending. All magazines will be “Reference”. All
materials will be alphabetized. The Hansmas are placing library cards on each item. Readers must
wash, and dry, their hands before and after touching the magazines: before to protect the materials,
after to protect the reader from contaminants on the materials. There will be signs posted as
reminders. Only Board members can authorize a withdrawal from the room. We already have
missing magazines, videos and a book.
J.R. has received an Email from a woman who wishes to dispose of a collector’s collection and
wishes to give the club the O Gauge items. He has advised her to catalog all of it before she begins to
announce that it is available for sale.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 PM.

The Norman Bell Library by Peter K. Hansma
The Club Library has almost doubled in size since we moved from the building on Triangle
Drive. Unfortunately, that also doubled (more like tripled) the administrative work necessary to
maintain it. When we first moved, I began reorganizing and then re-inventorying the magazines since
we have so many. Unfortunately, before I could finish we acquired a large number of books and
videos from a couple estate donations that HAD to be inventoried for tax purposes. This took a lot
of time to get the inventories right.
Once the inventories from the donations were complete, it was decided to add what we
already had to the database that had been created. Also, due to the new/large size of the library, the
old system for checking out material wouldn’t work. Using the methods of a traditional library made
the most sense, except everything would be alphabetized since the primary subject is
railroads/railroading.
While waiting on the library cards and pockets, I went back to re-inventorying the magazines.
During that time I found a couple lying around where they shouldn’t have been. When checking
against the inventory, I found that they had come from the library and others were missing that had
been there only a week before. Needless to say I was not a happy camper.
With the arrival of the library supplies and the re-inventorying of the videos as we inserted
pockets and cards we found videos missing. This has now prompted the need for some written rules
for the library. The library has two sections, The Check-Out Section on the left and the
Reference/Magazine Section on the right. The Check-Out Section is for in-house reading or checking
out by all active members (senior, junior, etc.). The Reference/Magazine Section is for in-house
reading only. If you want a copy of an article, get with a board member.
Rules for Check-Out Section:
If reading or watching in-house:
1.
Wash and dry hands before touching materials.
2.
Remove and read/watch one “item” at a time.
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3.
4.
5.
6.

Place a “Place Holder” flag where “item” came from.
Replace “item” where and how found.
Place a “Place Holder” flag in Flag bin.
Remove and read/watch next “item”.

If checking out materials:
1.
Wash and dry hands before touching materials.
2.
Remove one “item” at a time.
3.
Place a “Place Holder” flag where “item” came from.
4.
On Card, Fill in date to be returned and print name.
5.
Find a Board Member or Designated Librarian to Initial card.
6.
Board Member or Designated Librarian will place card check out box.
7.
Only 3 items can be checked out at a time, for a maximum of 30 days (or from one meeting to
the next.)
8.
Returned items will be placed in the Return Bin..

Rules for Reference/Magazine Section:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Reference materials and magazines NEVER leave the club house.
Wash and dry hands before touching materials.
Remove and read one item at a time.
Place a "Place Holder" flag where "item" came from.
Replace item where and how found.
Place a "Place Holder" flag in Flag bin.
Remove and read/watch next "item".
Wash hands after reading materials.

Rules for newly donated materials:
Do NOT touch materials (magazines, books, etc.) in boxes, bags, etc.
By the time you read this article all the videos and some books will be available for check out.
Note: As of the Board Meeting, All duplicate materials will be available for sale to the membership.
Anything not sold will go on the club table at the annual show.

Future Events
The club is open every Wednesday, starting about 7:00 p.m. Also on Saturday at 10 a.m. and Sunday
at 1 p.m.
All events at the club site, 1001 Airport Blvd. Suite 120, unless otherwise specified.
For details on how to arrive at the club, check out our website: http://www.nrvclub.net
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Note from the Editor
Please send articles to me at joe.nrvmrrc@pobox.com. by the Wednesday before the next meeting, so
I can do the newsletter on Thursday. Check out our website at:
http://www.nrvclub.net
Check the website to see when the club will be opened.
I had the joy of riding the Durango and Silverton narrow-gauge Railroad through the mountains of
Colorado on a trip to my son’s wedding in Estes Park, CO followed by a trip to the Grand Canyon. A
super-trip. Also had the unexpected pleasure of driving along the Black Mesa and Lake Powell
Railroad. It’s one of two railroads in the world electrified at 50,000 Volts AC. I didn’t see any
trains, but it was neat to see the overhead catenary alongside US 160 near Kayenta, Arisona.

The 2010 Scout National Jamboree’s Railroading Merit Badge by Don Jennings
Have you ever had to do a Railroading Merit Badge Class Session for 40,000 Boy Scouts? I recently
had to do just that. Being a Railroading Merit Badge Staff Counselor assigned to Railroad merit
badge for the 2010 Scout National Jamboree at Fort AP Hill in Virginia from July 23 to August 4,
2010, that is what I had to do.
Railroading Merit Badge was one part of the Merit Badge Midway where up to 120 merit badges
where being instructed to the Scouts. The Scouts were able to fully earn the badges they attended
class for while at the Jamboree.
At the RR MB site, there were six “stations” tents in the sizes of about 20 foot by 20 foot. Each tent
was a phase the Scouts had to pass through to fulfill the requirement of the badge. The National
Jamboree recruited 64 BSA Counselors/Presenters just for the Railroading Merit Badge. This is not to
say every merit badge had 60 counselors.
The Station One: was an Introduction to Railroading; – how and when railroads started here in the
USA. There was also a set up of train cars (a gondola car) from each scale –from the smallest to the
largest size. .
Station Two: Operation Lifesaver; – probably the most important part of Railroading Merit Badge.
This deals with the Education of students and Adults in regard to train and road crossing safety.
Station Three: Rail Industry; - identification and the uses of rolling stock and locomotives used on
today’s railroads.
Station Four: Amtrak and Passenger Rail; – The purpose and formulation of Amtrak. The various
types of rail traffic in use in the USA. Then how to read and use a timetable for a train travel trip of
500 miles or more with explanation of services and accommodations while traveling on the train and
at destinations.
Station Five: Communication and Signals – This included signal identification with the use of
Visual Hand, & Light and Sound signals and their meanings.
When the Scouts finished these first five Stations, they had all the requirements for the RR MB.
There was one more though;
Station Six: Time Saver Switching System; was the fun part of the badge and one that most Scouts
enjoyed the best. There were 25 one foot by six foot switching layout tables set up for the Scouts to
try they luck and skill at a switching layout puzzle. All the tables were designed and built identically.
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. The Scouts had to move two of the four cars from where they were set up to the finish location using
a preset speed on the power supply and a double pole double throw toggle plus DC power track
turnouts. We, as counselors, worked all ten days and with at least a couple of days off. These days off
were used for patch trading (the BIG thing at National Jamborees) or visiting other regions and
activities in and around the vast Fort AP Hill Jamboree area.
This was the 100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America and both an honor and privilege to be
part of. The next National Jamboree will be in West Virginia in 2013.
Text and Pictures submitted by Don Jennings
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NRV Whistle Post
The Neuse River Valley Model Railroad Club, Inc.
PO Box 19573
Raleigh, NC 27619-9573
First Class

NEXT REGULAR MEETING - Wednesday, September 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
LOCATION: MORRISVILLE OUTLET MALL, 1001 AIRPORT BLVD. Next to
Izod
Monday, October 4, 2010, 7:00 p.m. BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING, at
the club at Morrisville Mall.

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
J. R. Fisher
George Lasley
Steve Wills
Frank Simmons
Pete Hansma
Joe Johnston
WEB SITE
Joe Johnston
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President
Vice-President
Treasurer
At Large
At Large
At Large

919-782-3677
glasley@bellsouth.net, 834-5531
919-845-4968
919-676-2081
pkh@bellsouth.net, 919-217-0407
joe.nrvmrrc@pobox.com

WWW.NRVCLUB.NET
Newsletter editor & webster
joe.nrvmrrc@pobox.com
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